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Draft Standard Operating Procedures 3080.0 
Edited Wage Records File Layout 

Revised April 10, 2006 
 
 
 
1. PURPOSE 
 
This operating procedure specifies the standard layout of the Wage Record Edit file that will 
be supplied by Local Employment Dynamics (LED) to the state partners. 
 
 
 
2. NOTES 
 
The Wage Record Edited files are returned to the states in ASCII format. 
 
 
3. CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Saif Islam  
(301)-763-5280 
Technical Manager  
Saif.Islam@census.gov 
 
Colleen Flannery  
(301)-763-1801 
LED Web Manager  
Colleen.D.Flannery@census.gov 
 
Joseph Olt 
(301)-763-2347 
IT Specialist  
Joseph.D.Olt@census.gov 
 
http://lehd.dsd.census.gov 
 
 
 
 



- 2 - 

Standard Wage Record Edit File Format 
 

File: ui{state}{year}_stage3.{n}.dat 
 
Position Label Data Element Len Data Specification 
1 SSN Social Security 

Number 
$9 Social Security 

Number 
10 name_first Best First Name $15 First Name 
25 name_middle Best Middle 

Name 
$1 Middle Initial 

26 name_last Best Last Name $20 Last Name 
46 sein SEIN $12 Concatenated State 

FIPS code and 
employer number 
(empr_no) 

58 uid UID (link 
variable) 

$9 Link variable 

67 flag_ssn1 Stage1 flag $1 1=SSN reassigned 
in Stage 1 

68 flag_ssn2 Stage2 flag $1 1=SSN reassigned 
in Stage 2 

69 flag_ssn3 Stage3 flag $1 1=SSN reassigned 
in Stage 3 

72 year Year 4 Year 
76 quarter Quarter 1 Quarter 
77 wage Wage 10 UI wage 
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File: {state}ssn_name_stage3.{n}.dat 
 
Position Label Data Element Len Data Specification 
1 SSN Best SSN $9 Social Security 

Number 
10 UID UID (link variable) $9  
19 name_first Best First Name $15 First Name 
34 name_middle Best Middle Name $1 Middle Initial 
35 name_last Best Last Name $20 Last Name 
55 old_SSN1 Original SSN 

before Stage1 
$9 Original SSN before 

Stage1 
64 flag_SSN1 Stage1 flag $1 1=SSN changed in 

Stage1 
65 old_SSN2 Original SSN 

before Stage2 
$9 Original SSN before 

Stage2 
74 flag_SSN2 Stage2 flag $1 1=SSN changed in 

Stage2 
75 old_SSN3 Original SSN 

before Stage3 
$9 Original SSN before 

Stage3 
84 flag_SSN3 Stage3 flag $1 1=SSN changed in 

Stage3 
85 alt_name_no Number of 

alternative names 
Stage 1 

4  

89 alt_name1 Alternative name 1 $36  
125 alt_name2 Alternative name 2 $36  
161 alt_name3 Alternative name 3 $36  
197 alt_name4 Alternative name 4 $36  
233 alt_name5 Alternative name 5 $36  
269 alt2_name_no Number of 

alternative names 
Stage 2 

4  

273 alt2_name1 Alternative name 
from Stage 1 

$36  

309 alt3_name_no Number of 
alternative names 
Stage 3 

4  

313 alt3_name1 Alternative name 
kept from stage 2 

$36  
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File: {state}wrkhis_sein_stage3.{n}.dat 
 
Position Label Data Element Len Data 

Specification 
1 SSN Social Security 

Number 
$9  

10 empr_no Employer number $10  
20 flag_wrkhis Flag for wrkhis $1 Denotes 

continuous or 
interrupted spell 

21 wrkhis_longest_hole Longest 
nonemployment 
spell 

4  

25 wrkhis_longest_spell Longest 
employment spell 

4  

29 wrkhis_number_hole Number of 
nonemployment 
holes 

4  

33 wrkhis_number_spell Number of 
nonemployment 
spells 

4  

37 wrkhis_total_hole Total length of 
employment 
interuptions 

4  

41 wrkhis_total_spell Total accumulated 
tenure with 
employer 

4  

45 wrkhis Work history $maxq1 Binary 
workhistory for 
entire time series.

 

                                                 
1 maxq=45+(last year of data – first year of data + 1)*4 -1 


